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while any amendment whatever requiring reconsideration
by that body would most certainly imperil its consumma-
tion."

The substance of this message was communicated at once
to the Colombian Government. On August 12, 1903, the
Colombian Senate rejected the treaty in its entirety by
unanimous vote. On the same date General Eeyes called
upon the American Minister and informed. Mm that the
treaty had been rejected by the Colombian Government and
leading senators in the belief that there would be a reaction
in public sentiment in its favor, when it would be possible
to reconsider and ratify it without amendment. He re-
quested the American Minister to ask the American Gov-
ernment to grant two more weeks for the consummation of
this plan.

This message was communicated to President Eoosevelt
at Oyster Bay, and on August 19, 1903, he wrote to Secre-
tary Hay:

"On your way back cannot you stop here, and we will
go over the canal situation! The one thing evident is to
do nothing at present. If under the treaty of 1846 we have
a color of right to start in and build a canal, my off-hand
judgment would favor such proceeding. It seems that the
great bulk of the best engineers are agreed that that route
is the best; and I do not think that the Bogota lot of ob-
structionists should be allowed permanently to bar one of
the future highways of civilization. Of course, under the
terms of the Act we could now go ahead with Nicaragua,
and perhaps would technically be required to do so. But
what we do now will be of consequence, not merely decades,
but centuries hence, and we must be sure that we are tak-
ing the right step before we act."

After consultation with the President, Secretary Hay
cabled to the American Minister at Bogota, on August 24,
1903: "The President will make no engagement on the
canal matter, but I regard it as improbable that any definite